





Th€ FREE you (37)
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When nearly everyone had left the meeting, after the key votes had been taken, several commission members made re-
vealing comments. One, who had been most adament about the volume of the music sald he was not really concerned
about loud noise. "The worst part is some of the radical speeches given, the radical speeches and a few of the rad-
ical elements."
Another commissioner, who had earlier denied indignantly that there was any value judgement involved in the permit
decision, said she was concerned about "the character of the community."
e have a right to set the standards of entertainment for the community,'" she said.
"Prankly, I think we were railroaded,” another said. "If there's a complaint, that's it."
Two days later Menlo Park Chief of Police Victor T. Cizanckas submitted a memo to the City Manaper explaining why
he thought the Be-TIn ought not to be allowed. It consisted mostly of information apparently from the Palo Alto Po-
lice Department concerning events that allegedly happened at, or as a result of the Free University's summer quar-
ter Be-In at El Camino Park.
The memo mentioned noises and traffic problems , a group of "hell's Angel-type motorcyclists,'" juveniles drinking
alcohol, open use of marijuana, shoplifting at the Purity Market across the street, and obscene words used by speak-
ers and singers over the public address system. "Arrests," the Chief wrote, "were not madle for fear of incident.”
After noting the problems met in San Jose and the Haight-Ashbury, Cizanckas told the City Manager that "the Menlo
Park Police Department does noet have the manpower necessary to police and protect participants and citizens of Men-
1o Park." e concluded: "If this affair is held, I will have to adopt a position of non-enforcement.,"
A meeting was arranged between Free University members and Cizanckas., Members of the Menlo
Park City administration alsc attended. The Chief said that he agreed with many of the o N
things we were saying and doing, but that he would be derelict in his duty if he did not < WE have a l‘lght
try to prevent the Be-In, since his department could not police it, tO Set the
Wearing short hair and suits and ties, we were accommodating to the point of groveling,
We offered to make an appeal over the P.A. system that there be no marijuana smoking or Sfanda]'ds Of
underage drinking at the Be-In. We offered to provide fifty MFU volunteers to be deputi- . ”
zed and trained by the Menlo Park Police Department. He told us that he could not ask us w
to assume that kind of responsibility.
The Recreation Commission met the next week in special session to revoke the permit. MFU attorney Wolpman argued
that even if Cizanckas' account of the earlier Be-In were true, the law enforcement problems were mo greater than
those posed by a high school or college football game, and probably a lot less. To substantiate this, he called
upon Richard Rees, a senior at Menlo-Atherton High Schoel. Rees talked about how noise, heavy traffic, use of
speed and pot, underage drinking, and violence might be expected at high school football games and similar events.
Furthermore, he said, in organizing a Be-In the Free University was exercising its constitutional rights to free-
dom oi speech, assembly, and religion. The obligation of the Recreation Commission would be to see that park facil-
ities are used by the public, as much as possible and in as many ways as possible.
Jolpman insisted that the responsibility of a law enforcement agency was not te interfere with the people's exer-
zise of their rights or the commission's carrying out of its obligation hut to protect the legitimate interests in-
volved. If controversial gatherings could not be held for fear of possible difficulties in law enforcement, then
all such gatherings could e effectively prohibited and the First Amendment would be dead. If public property could
not be used by the public then it was not public at all, but was subserviant to private interests. Chief Cizanckas
stuck stubbornly to bis guns. He alluded to recent disturbances in the Haight and other places in the Bay Area.
dhen asked what additional manpower he would need to be sure that he could keep the peace if the Be-In were held,
e said he would nced about 50 extra men at a cost of about $1750. Without these he could not guarantee adequate
orotection. Eoth the assembled citizens and the Recreation Commission were doubtful. What did he need all those
zops for? How would he use them? Did he expect a full-scale riot?
. The Chief simply reiterated his stand. Jim Wolpman challenged him, demanding to know his
credentials as an expert in crowd control. He rose and answered. He seemed to be delivering
...did he expect himself of something deliberately held back,
a full-qcale “"If T could, he would like to know my credentials in crowd control. It doesn't lie with
St Menlo Park exclusively. T spent eight years with the United States Marine Corps, in part
ri()t? as a crowd control expert. I was attached to the State Department. I worked in Jordan,
awveseeameerammieesme  Syria, and Lebanon during extensive riots by nationals. T was in charge of protection of
foreign dignitaries and protection of American life and property in those foreign countries|
I know what bad crowd situations are, and how many people I have to have to take care of them. We have had minor
disturbances in East Menle Park over the last few years, and I have been responsible for the crowd control and res-
toration of order in those cases. I taught riot control training, crowd contrel to the United States Marines at Kai-
wena Bay, Wawaii, where T was a military police supervisor. 1In my life time I have probably seen twenty-five
riots..."
Which brought it all back home. After suggesting that MFU might pay for the extra policemen that would have to be
kept on duty, the Recreation Commission voted to revoke the permit.
It would be tedious te recount, at this point, similar interactions which we had with Stanford University and San
Mateo County. Again, the explicitly political character of the discrimination involved was fairly obvious. Stanford
Unjversity allowed our political opponents, the National Service Foundation, to use Frost Amphitheatre for a bour-
¢ ceois Be-In earlier this summer. The program included cellecting money, amplified music and speeches. For those new
to the Free University, Wational Service Foundation is pushing a program which in effect would extend present chan-
neling of manpower by the Selective Service System., When explaining their refusal teo let MFU use Trost for a Be-In,
Stanford administrators stressed the undesirability of having anything which had the character of a political rally
by an outside organization on Stanford land.
What are the stakes involved, which make the establishment resist a Be-In so strenuously? It seems to me that a
great many important questions are raised by this history, and that much may be learned from what has happened to
us. r
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It became clear, when we talked to those who make the decisions, that their heads were in a very funny place. Their
logic seemed to be that if there were no Be-Ins then there would be no pot smoking, no shoplifting, no outlaw motor-
cycle gangs, no underage drinking, go problems with nolse and traffic, and no riots. They seemed to feel that the
manifest deterioration of the present social order is brought about by Be-Ins and will end or at least be contained
if they are not allowed.
Those of us who have been most involved in the Be-In struggle have perhaps acquired some feeling for how it is to
be Black in the United States outside of the South. The discrimination is always there but never out front, and
even those who practice it most blatently seem to be largely unconscious of what they are doing. So it is that
noise and traffic problems are created by the Southern Pacific train, the Lions Club, and the Stanford football
games with impunity, and so It is that the National Service Foundation can do its political celebration in Frost
Amphitheatre. When confronted by Free U. members whom he became eager to meet with after the downtown demounstra-
tions, City Manager George Morgan repeatedly denied that he had discriminated against us. What manner of man is
this, who having personally written a set of rules obvicusly designed to exclude MFU from the parks, and having
then personally been responsible for allowing another organization to violate all those rules, can then indignant
and straightfaced claim that he is only trying to be fair to all? If we are the new niggers then we had better learn
what the old niggers have already learned: that all white men are bigots until proved otherwise.
The struggle for a Be-In location raises serious questions about the efficacy of going through the channels and

structures through which we have become accustomed to relate to this society and those who EE——
have power in it. We have had Be-Ins. The City of Paloc Alto is now compelled to allow us

to have at least onme more Be-In. By making the ruling which we forced them to make, Judge .. . WE are
Burke has set a precedent which will be useful to others all over the United States who the new

are involved in the same struggle. Have we won a victory? s

We have succeeded in defending, at least for the time being, something which was important mggel's e
to us, It was something that we already had, and they tried to take it away from us. Next W —

time they may succeed., They are likely to try again. The City of Palo Alto has many ordin-

ances besides those which were ruled unconstitutional which they may invoke to interfere with the Be-TIn. They can
easily write new ordinances regarding the parks. Because of what they have learned from us, they will know what pit-
falls to avoid.

Let us consider the cost of this victory. Did we beat the system, or did the system beat us? Consider the hundreds
and hundreds of hours, and the irreplaceable human energies that had been dissipated strupgling with bureaucracies
and trving to maintain our very vulnerable morale in the face of constant disappolntments. Ard remember that this
is happening within the context of a conflict in which the other party has virtually limitless resourses at his dis-
posal and we have almost nothing, not even our own labor power, because he can afford to employ us whereas we can-
not afford to employ ourselves at a wage which will insure decent poverty.

And finally, it is important to remember that we did not win because of our virtue, or our commitment, or our pop-
ularity, or our Industry, but because we had a good lawyer. Jim Wolpman, who used to work for one of the top law
firms in the Bay Area, spent over a hundred hours working on the case, needless to say, for nothing. At the going
rate, his time would be worth $30-$50 per hour, which gives some idea of the kind of money you need to get justice
in this country if you don't happen to know an attorney who is idealistic. Jim was not optimistic about the future
last time I talked to him. He expects to continue to spend a major part of his time working for us, but he points
out that the City of Palo Alto has three lawyers working for them full-time and Warren Thoits has a whole law firm,
while he has to earn a living for himself and his family.

I supgest that next time we simply take to the streets. It's cheaper, faster, more exciting, more communitarian,
and more human.

S As we left the Federal Building after Judge Burke heard the case, an irate secretary ac-
. costed MFU Ceneral Secretary Fred Nelson. '"Why don't you Communists go back to Russia?"
the pied she demanded. Fred, who is a liberal democrat asked her if she thought he looked like a
i er has Communist, She said he did because he had bangs.
]) I) Who are we, and what are we deing that brings on these grotesque reactions? A while ago,
come. .. I was talking with a teen-ager who told me: "Once I was so desperate for someone to talk
SR to that I almost talked to my mother.'" This Sunday, at the Be-In in E1 Camino Park there

will be hundreds, perhaps thousands of such young people gathered together, comfortable
in their own world, and the straight world will have to endure the sight of them altogether in one place. A few of
them may feel momentarily so secure as to light up a jeint right out there in the open in the public park.
Up against the wall Palo Alto. The FPied Piper has come and gone. Don't you realize you haven't seen your children
for months?

SATORI . o _
To develop my beautiful 160 acres in the Santa Cruz mount- Change'! is a small magazine with a powerful message in

ains into a facility available to creative seminar groups | POELTY, Writings and photographs to bridge the communi-
I need: cation gap between the inmer-city ghetto and suburbia,

l.An architect-site planner. It shows the f_eelingf‘, goals and projects of the West
2.A maintenance and construction man. (live-in). Oakland community, written by students, organizers, and
3.Advice, counsel, suggestions from anyone who has Zlergyme?. . Vs
worked at Esalen or equivalent. subscription to Chang?. is $2.00 per year.
4,Later 1 will need carpenters, etc. Change,
Present facilities can accomodate eight people in twe 1637 13th St.
houses. Plenty of hard physical work ahead. For informa- Oakland, Calif. 94607
ticn call Fred Achelis 941-1330, Palo Alto.




