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and took little action when he lasrned of it.

The Menle Park police, who finally acted on

Dobiss' report, were initially left in the dark by
MFU informants because a Menlo officer was

thought to be involved with the bombings.

MeGee had hinted to dobiss of some sort of police
complieity. The San Mateo county sheriff's Internal
Security unit was rumored, by several sources,

to be investigating the involvement of a now-
retired lieutenant. A North Peninsula newspaper
reporter was approached by a Black organization

with information similar to Dobiss', and was told
that if the Sheriff didn't stop the bombings,

the Blacks would. Another reliable witness heard
"someone' at the Sheriff's office say that the
suspected bombers '"are on our side," Dobiss reports
seeing a peninsula policeman at another gun show,
and that the officer, in civvies, fondled a pistol
and told Walter Peddy, "this would be a good nigger
killer." There were more rumors and stories,

and suspicion about the police in general ran wild.
The police, themselves, are largely at fault

for the paranoia built up agé#tnst them, by their
secretiveness and, individval instances, personal
indifference and hostility toward the people being
bombed. One obvious consequence of the growing
distrust was Cizanch wm undaserved ignorance

of Dobiss' information until a newspaper reporter,
assuming he knew, asked him about it, There was vir-
tually no cooperation or exchange of information
among police of the several communities involved until
Cullenbine, Kepler and others literally forced

the agencies to get toghther. The i1l will the

Palo Alto police earned for themselves, added to the
(partially undeserved) hostility toward them already
rife in the city, will complicate their work

in-the future. The Menlo police are still caught

up in the backlash of suspicion; many lecal radicals
feel that the original criminal syndicalism charge, -
recently struck down by the Supreme Court as an
infringement of First Amendment free speech
guarantees, was resurrected from its old union-
busting days with the iatent to use it, if it survived
this trial, against future radical activities.

the community

The trial is over before it began, little has been
proved and nothing solved, Terror activities continue,
zhivago, a russian-style restaurant in Merlo Park,
has received numerous threatening phone ecalls
since a recent display, at another location,
of several early Soviet propaganda posters owned by
Igor Mead, art collector and former owner of the
restaurant, Mead himself is strongly anti~communist
and has no present connection with the restaurant,
but that isn't bothering the pecple who in turn are
bothering Zhivago. And on October 29, three cars and
a motorcycle parked in front of the Palo Alto residence
of psychologist Victor Lovell, former Free
University coordinator, were damaged by an
arsonist who carefully poured gasoline into each
vehicle before dropping his match and splitting.
Lovell has been out of public view for a year, con-
centrating on his professional activities, The
fire was followed the next day by threatening
phone calls,

The community is left with the pieces and
precious little, I can tell you, has been donme to
patch them together. Downtown Palo Alto leader skip
Crist, who toured the PTA circuit last year
accusing the Free University of everything short
of active treason, put an ad in the Times

offering a reward for the bombers, apologized j‘
publicly for anything he might have done to con-
tribute to community tensions, but then refused to
pony up the reward money to Dobiss or, for that matter,
anyone else, He's given no speeches that
we're aware of about the dangers of associating with
right-wing firebombers. The Palo Alto police have
done nothing {beyond, of course, promoting Carlyle)
to clear up their own public record, and the city
councli, one of whose members was bombed, hasn't
pressed them. The local liberal community is aghast
at the deal made with the nine defendants,
particularly at the lack of public testimony.
The Palo Alto Times has made no explanation
of its complete lack of coverage while the community
was gradually being bombed out from under it.
Nothing has been done, beyond persistent personal
efforts by a few leaders like Cullenbine and
Cizanckas, to bolster police-community relations
before more incidents occur, and the few efforts
that have been made still have undertones of
distrust,

The Free University and the rest of the
liberal-radical community haven't
yvet completely examined their role in the
violence. Sadly, no matter what we are or
how well we comport ourselves, we'd probably have
been bombed anyway for what we seem to be,
Roy Kepler observed last Spring, after a
careful review of the year's events, that "we
made our eontribution to a community dynamic that
helped give signals, ultimately, to a group of
people who were emotionally very uptight,
whose little world was very insecure, and who
identified with the "truth"....they saw a threat,
and the larger community, as they saw it,
responded to it vaguely, doing nothing about
it. They got signals...the ROTC fires, the Stanford
president's office fire, attacks on the Army recruiting
station, all this came before thelr retaliation,
and not even the police, as they saw it, were
taking any action, so they did something
themselves, They locked at what was gohng on
and said, 'we can do that, too,"

G'night, Joe, G'night, Joss,
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