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cepted instantly, whereas any alleged human response
from the Establishment is often viewed with suspicion,
and even hostility, Compassion seems a response mnot
readily available to us., TFacts and history are irrele-
vant at best unless they conform to our stereotypes and
prejudices. Great reliance is placed upon emotions and
intuitions, while rational discourse and philosophi-
cal ideas are viewed with disdain,
Among the ideas I would challenge are these:
1, The unverified assumption that released emotions in
and of themselves are good and humane, and that vioclence
and hostility are "worked out" through surfacing rage
and acting it out, Actually, recent psycholegical ex-
perimentation suggests the opposite: that giving way
to, or acting out rage tends to deepen and reinforce
such behavior.
2,- That beneficial social change can be brought about
in a social context which denies the shared humanity of
all the parties in a conflict. )
3. The view that concentrating on "gut" issues will
lead to the revolutionizing of the overarching problems
of our time. Paul Goodman has observed that "to concen-
trate on 'gut' issues is to be finaglly irrelevant and,
paradoxically, merely symbolic."
4, The idea that disruption is a good in and of itself.
Disruption for what? and how? and when? and why? are
questions that must first be answered. And how can we
be open to the possibilities for change when a com-
munity has been alerted and opened up to change in part
by disruption? Are we then prepared to accept and work
to effect the change-- to the benefit of all in the
community including our former opponents, or do we hold
the view that "power' means overcoming and putting down
our opponents?
5, The view that any and all positions are of equal va-
lidity, and therefore everybody should '"do his thing"
and that will forward the Movement toward some success-
ful goal. Precisely as ideas and actions bring more
people into arenas of action, it is important to be able
to make distinctions between different styles, strate-
gies and tactics. Some assume that the goals justify
almost any means, whereas others have observed that the
means themselves-- i.e,, how we actually behave-- deter-
mine the process that flows from the actions. With
every step taken toward the organization of hostility, .
toward the de-~humanization of opponents, and toward the
justification of increasingly non-nonviolent means, what
iz happening is that groups are tgking steps toward war--
in minlature or on a large scale, And war is by defini-
tion a reactionary, not a revolutionizing, step.
6. Finally, I reject the view that scmething has forced
us to change tactics. Or that the unresponsiveness of
“"The Establishment" has made nonviclence ineffective,
We haven't even begun to try the full range of nonvio-
lent means available to us. We haven't begun to have
that persistence and patience necessary in a task of
social renovation. Mao developed the theory of "pro-
tracted" warfare and has spent a lifetime working for
his view of the good society. Today, in his seventies,
the task is still incomplete-- so much so that only last
month he dencunced one of his lifetime fellow leaders
as a revisionist who stoed in the way of accomplishing
the full Revolution.
The viclent revolutionaries are ready to spend a life-
time-~ and to risk their lives-- and still not to
achieve their goals. Some of us march in two protest
demonstrations, and won't even risk losing our joba,
and then "move beyond nonviclence' because we say 1t
has failed,
I say it hasn't yet been thoroughly understood, much
less tried, The failure is in us who as products of a
vielent society can't quite give up the habit. And
then we call "The Establishment" hypocrites.
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I am drawn to-you

You are honey

In my bee's mouth
Sweet and heady

You are August

In the iris of your eye
And grown aloof
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