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( from page 18 )

But a lot of people got together and got in-
volved behind that whole "watch' thing. But
there were two things wrong: (1) it was de~
fensive instead of offensive; it didn't involve
any expansion, it was simply protecting what we
had; and (2) it was clandestine, so that it took
people out of the central organization of the
Free U since it had to be clandestine and the
Free U operates openly. All of a sudden you
created a closed cadre, which is supposed to be
entirely against our politics, but necessity
dictated otherwise,

VL:

KW:

Isn't that sort of the story of the Free U? The
Free U individual too - like never carrying
through on something they get started, It's
like Robb is in India now. Teople don't get
married and really stick with it, people don't
carry through a job until it really gets fin-
ished,
VL:
Communes don't last,

But we get this crazy kind of psychic thing in
our heads that sowething's gone wrong - in the
middle - and we don't carry it through until
it's really done., I don't know why that happens
but it's true.

KW:

Spring came and everything went to A3IM, which
didn't really get carried through either. But
this 1s really understandable in all three
cases: the Community Center, the Bombers and
the A3M, We were really up against a hell of a
lot., Maybe more than we are powerful enough to
take on right now.

VL:

BC:
Maybe there's a deeper thing, which is, the

truth is that we are anarchists at heart,.” That
is, there's a very fundamental disbelief in
marriage, or there's a very fundamental disbe-
lief in organized work that goes all the way
through the Free U and has from the very start
And it's that kind of disbelief that was gener-
ated by the lousy marriages of our parents, by
the lousy organizations that we were faced with
s we grew up - organizations that were dedica-
ted to producing all similar men, organizations
that were dedicated to producing war, marriages
that were dedicated to producing nothing but
more material objects, We got really soured on
the institutions themsclves and on the activi-
ties, instead of seeing that it was the values,
direction of those activities that was fucked

VL:

K.

BC:

up. Well, we have unscrewed, we have straight-
ened out our wvalues, All our heads are going

in the same place: all of us want peace, all

of us want equality, all of us want freedom,
right? 5o our heads are in a good place, and
they are all together, but we never carry
through on things because we're still threateuned
by the ghost of those past experiences,

Well, going from those values to create new in-
stitutions is a pretty big thing.

But we've dome 2 beautiful job. We have a
structure in the Free University that is prob-
ably the most intricate, balanced democratic
process, on a small scale, that you could get,
It's very open to new members, and so om, It
has very few problems with equality, So
there's a value that has been realized in our
organization. But it's almost like we're
scared to realize that we're there and we've
done something good.

So what do we do next? Whenever you ask that
question, in progressive circles, you're in
trouble, Big put dowm: "He's trying to figure
out what te do next."

But we decided at the beginning of the thing
what we were going to do mext. The next thing
we were going to do Is start te live together,
and that looks pretty clear that it's going to
he it,

Except I've been hearing that for ten years.
Like there's Cully with suburban house and his
wife and his kids., How's he going to live to-
gether?

I'm not going to live together.
He's not going to live together,
Your wife wouldn't do it?

No. I'1l1 live in that house, right next to all
my friends' houses, I was talking with Bob Al-
brecht, two or three weeks ago about a commune,
and about what kind of a commune I could live
in = like really consistent with where I have
my head - and what would be very real to me
would be something like where I'm living right
now, Like it's a fairly cheap house. It's a
small house, but it's got all the room we need,
with some additions because we have another
baby, but basically it's all there. It's got a
private little yard where kids can play. It's
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on a cul-de-sac so that there's not things run-
ning through it, and as far as the house is con-
cerned, T wouldn't want a lot less than that,

I wouldn't want hardly anything less than that.
the only thing T would like is to have all the
neighbors be like Free U people. Have all the
neighbors share - T don't care what their jobs
were or whether they had jobs - just kind of
share the same kinds of feelings that most of
the people in the Free U have - the walues you
were talking about, I'd like te live in close
proximity to people like that; it would be
great, Again there's an economic problem, I
got help getting that house, and it would be a
long time before turning over those houses in the
neighborhood, one by cne, new people could come
in - people that we're friends with, And it's
not very likely that more than two families 1in
that whole neighborhood that are already there
would become friendly and begin to share the
same kinds of values that Carole and I have,
Okay. Well, see that deesn't bother me - to be
a liberal,

See, what difference does it make - that's
really ridiculous - whether he's a liberal or a
radical or whatever the hell he is, as long as
his head is down on those values and he's work-
ing for them, It really doesn't make any
difference,

But the material answer to my commune is that
what in fact we do is that we get 160 acres up
on Page Mill and we get financial backing, and
we get together with a bunch of people that have
the economic wherewithal to be able to pay $200
a month for where .you're going to live, one way
or another, And we build our own fucking com-
mune. We go up there and file a subdivision
map-: with the State and actually bduild a sub-
division that {is a low-income - keep it down to
houses as simple as, say, the one 1 live im now,
And there's even a lot simpler omes you can
build now a lot cheaper that have as much foot-
age - and just bring im the people you want,
that's all. Bring in people who are members of
the Free U or members of your commune or you
vote who to have in. Just having the money
doesn't get you in. The commune owns this pro-
perty - whatever it is - the Free U owns it or
the commune, and they have a council that's el-
ected and - or they run it the way the Free U
runs it, Just run your own little community
that way and have a schocl there too,

I think we're just setting up a private club.

BC:

VL:

BC:

BC:

Legal Referrals
The Free University law referral service is now in
full operation. We have arranged with a number of

lawyers to assist members with legal problems. An in-

itial interview can be obtained at no cost; fees for
additional service will be fair and reasonable, For
further information, contact the store (328-4941).
Thuse lawyers are among the finest in their profes-
510N,

Yeah, A private club, but as soon as there's
enough people that want to join that can't fit
in there - for one thing, I don't think that
people would want to get in there, You know,
people wouldn't want to live there that are,
like, straight people, They would think that's
pratty freaky: encounter groups once & week,
classes, kids running around the neighberhood
nude. You know one thing: in that neighbor-
hood kids could run around the streets nude!
And the adults teoo if they wanted to.

Maybe the only answer is to forget the living
thing and just start going to marathons togeth-
er and really do that intensively and keep-.do-
ing it.

We've done that for & vear.

Well, T don't care--

We haven't dome

Well, let's keep doing it.
that many, man.

A marathon is like shooting speed, Like I get
a real terrific hit for a week off of one.

And then I'm paying back that energy for the
next two or three weeks after that.

But it's not to get your conmsciousness in a cer-
tain place, or it's not to get--maybe it is to
get your consciousness in a certain place--but
it's not to get some state of mind, Iike that
"gpeedy' state of mind or an acid state of mind
that's going to stay with vou for a long time.
It's rather something that you realize about
what you're doing and what you need to do, that
goes on in that marathon,
with a person, that information stays with him,
He carries it around with him and he becomes an

agent - kind of a new active agent - in the com-

munity, instead of just a passive person. And
what we've got to do is just produce as many of
those people as possible,

I have to admit I still don't know how to work
through those values, I don't know whether to
to take to the streets and start throwing
things or do more encounter groups or meditate
and drop acid...get married and settle down or,
or what, I still don't know,

see page 41
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And once that happens
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from page 34 whenever
¥W: We have to learn how to cooperate together and I think of you,
how to act together, The trouble is that we it's close-ups,
all feel that our individual visiomns have got grass and sunlight,
to take us Iin a direction poles apart from some- fragments of faces, fade-outs,
body else - from everybody else's vision - be- and strange turns of focus--
cause they're actually working for the same
goals that we are, Our techniques, or our ap- dark, a deep swimming
preach to our value thing is probably a little in kelp and eelgrass,
different, Like I'd probably be inclined to hair catching the edges of caves,
place primary value on the maintainance of sort the dark sparked with tiny fish,
of survival-of-the-species as my kind of thing. bright sheets of them.
And your thing is probably closer to equality
as the basic human value., DBut I dig yours :toe, It's the surface
and you dig mine, right? And so we really de of a summer lake,
have a basis for cooperation, There's no reason hitting a cold spot,
why we shouldn't work together, emptiness,

the space where you're not,

VL: That's awfully abstract. I mean, day by day, 1
continually have to defend the Free University.
I defend it to straight people, liberals. I
have to defend it to movement, and 1 have to de-
fend it to human potential scene, the pure en-
counter people,,.the mystics, everyone who's on
his trip. Somehow I always wind up defending
what we're doing, what we have done. This will
get us all there; these other things won't,

FW: But how much do we support each other in the
activities that we're doing? How much support
goes on in those Coordinating Committee meet-
ings? And how much is it just sort of tooth-
and-nail? Fight it out, fight it out, fight it
out, It's just like the damn left has always
been, Just incapable of even ccoperating, one
man with another,

I keep telling you, it's mot a matter of going
to San Gregorio or Fresno or anywhere else.
It's a matter of going down the street. Like
Judy and T got tired of going and seeing people in myhead
because we went to see people time and time and

time and time and time and time and time agaim.
We've gone arcund and seen everybody, 1 used to
do the same damn thing when 1 was coordinator -
just running from door to deor to door to door.
We spent a tremendous amount of time seeing very
few people the same way. And we could do the
same kind of thing and share our experiences
much more intensively if we had a group of peo-
ple to do it with who were really dedicated to
meeting and being together, But this doesn't
exist,

snakes whip their tails,
fingers snapping.
My mind leaps back,

Defended

in prisms and mirrors,

I live obliquely,

at angles to myself,

I make a virtue of confusion,
use it;

my mind spins
pinwheels,

They split the dark
and stick,

love poem

Our smiles click,
links in a chain,
exact,

We chafe to please
and catch--
guilt's teeth,
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We inhabit the knots
of a long rope.
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