





Pale Alto Tribe of the Youth Intermational Party had
matured, They are together, have energy and committ-
ment mingled with responsibility for what they are
doing and want to do, Committment to what? To social
change, to education of the people about what is
happening in Palo Alto, and in America today,

The greater part of disscussion was on demand #3-
the question of bail funds, Tim Gadus told us that
they would be willing to organize benefits for the
fund (only if it were cpen to non Free U members) ,

We dug it and hoped that together we could make it
happen. They agreed to attend Coordinating Council
Meetings, will send some representatives teo the Ed-
itorial Group to keep it informed about other move-
ment groups which the Panthers had contact with and
a few of them even took up our invatien to Tuesday

Night Psychodrama,

I then asked them about Sinclair Park. The Tribe
wanted to have a benefit on January 24, for the
National Legalize Marijuana - Free John Sinclair Week,
John Sinclair is the National Chairman of the Youth
International Party (which is a coalition of the
Yippies and the White Panthers), who is currently
serving 9% to 10 years in an Illinois jail for "dis-
tributionof pharmaceutical products" (twe joints)
without a licence. His appeal 1is being held until
a trumped-up conspiracy charge can be cleared in
some court or amother. The Palo Alto Tribe went to
all available facilities locoking for a hall for their
benefit. Everyone turned them down including the
8chool Board, The Board's reason I found most a-
musing, Use of school facilities fall under the
following priorities, student groups, scheool groups
(PTA), and citizems, under citizens there are three
divisions: pelitical,cultural and recreational, The
Panthers summitted a letter, upon the board's request,
on vwho they were and what they wanted to do, They
were turned down under the judgement that they did
not fill any of the three conditioms for citizen
use, Frustrated by their inability to secure a place
for the benefit by following the accepted chamnels,
they decieded on the vacant lot next to the Plowshare
Bookstore.

About 25 people spent the better part of the two
days preceeding January 24 in clearing the lot.
Garbage was collected to be hauled away, dirt was
raked, flowers planted and a set of steps leading in-
to the lot were built. The words SINCLAIR PARK and
PEOPLES LAND appeared on the walls surrounding the park
and a community bulletin board was installed. Over
the weekend Downtown Palo Alto Inc, managed to get a
building permit and had a fence put in blocking the
park from University Avenue-installed on Sunday
night. Tim Gadus's greatest complaint about the park
did not stem from the city's action, rather from the
street people who walked by told the Panthers what
to do, and moved on without putting in any persomal
comnmitment , On this point the Free U people could
well empatize,

Tim mentioned two things which I found interest-

. ing. The Palo Alto Tribe of the Youth Internmatiomal
Party is the second most active chapter in the United
States, second only to the home office in Amn Arbor,
Michigan, And that they are the ones vho last summer
cleared out and cleaned up the vacant lot behind The
Full Circle.

The Panthers are currently planning a benefit on
March 14, 50% of the proceeds are to go to the Nariobi
Cultural Center, the rest to the bail fumd. Further
details will be announced in the next Free You
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City Fathers Protest
Beer On Circle

With a couple of hour's notice, Mark Jensen (the
manager of the Full Circle), his attorney, and his
friend Bob Cullenbine attended the February 16 Palo
Alto City Council to speak on the issue of a protest
to the ABC over an on-sale beer license,

On one hour's notice, I borrowed a camera and
toted my four-year old daughter to the Council Cham-
bers. "It's a meeting", I told her, "so you've got
to keep quiet,”" After watching the Councilmen (sit-
ting on the dais) discuss issues with the City Mana-
ger and Planning Staff (sitting in the pit), and the
small audience staring at them blankly, Lisa whisp-
ered '"Daddy, why do they only talk? Can't we talk?."
An answer to this question was difficult to procure.
"This isn't a Free U meeting, Lisa," I offered. "Omly
some people can talk." "Why?", she asked.

Someone announced that PG & E was raising the gas
rates, Mrs, Dias suggested that the city absorb the
$50,000 increase instead of raising utility bills
an average of a dime a month, This led to an unbe-
lievable amount of debate, including the observatiom
that if paid as properly, taxes instead of as a util-
ity payment, Mr, Homeowner could deduct the dime from
his income tax! Mrs, Dias lost, so you'd better cut
out one coke a month if you live in Palo Alto.

Lisa kept asking why we couldn't vote too. "Let's
go up there, ok daddy?" "No Lisa, we have to sit
here.” GShe walked to the front stairs anyway, but
reconsidered and spent most of the rest of the meet-
ing dashing up one empty row of seats and down the
next, swinging her jacket in circles over her head,
asking if she could borrow the camera, and going in
and out to use the water fountain and the toilet,

Finally, the agenda moved on to booze licenses.
The question of an off-sale license for Town and
Country Market was first, The Palo Alto uptight
School District objected because T & C is near Paly
High., With no debate and no time for the owner to
register an objection (Lee Bros sold beer and wine

“Some of vou siudents have urged
me to teach that bourgeois society is
. corrupt, so here goes. Bourgeois.
soclety is corrupt. Returning gow to
the question of congruent trigngles . . .




