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An Interview With John Dolly By Phil Trounstine
3 And Chuck Noble
which falls back continually on a monetary world view,
if you make an anlogy te a car, it 1s kinda locked in
Second gear,
JD: I think that part of the problem is that we were
too successful, We got all this money dumped on our
heads, when we aren't used to working with money. It's
gone to alot of peoples heads. We never had much money
to work with before, it's gotten in the way of our
vision. Let's learn to work with the money that we
have. There are just a lot of trips that can be done
without money. Coordinating Council doesn't have to
be a money trip.
PT: A lot of the things that could be done as the
Coordinating ‘Council are being done as classes, they
_ have an idea written up in the catalog and it becomes
: ne longer, a discussion project or somebody laying
out a trip in a meeting, with people digging it,
i rapping about it,
CN: I was rapping with a chick who got busted bor A3M,
we were talking gbout Grass Roots and she asked if
3 there had been any confrontation, I said not so far,
R but I would imagine that there will be at some time.
" She said that she would stay home that day. I feel
[)Ol]y' that a lot of people around here whou woul? do that
kind of a trip got busted for A3M and aren't likely
gN: Whg don'tvyou Just rap out to us how it feels to to do it agaiﬁ.g So fi the vision does'nt take in
¢ coordinator? money and there aren't people willing to confront,
Jb:  Amused, and still surprized ath the role that what does it take in? We have got to come up against
some people try to put you in. The first thing that something, somewhere -- if the Free U isn't a breed-
hits you is this daddy trip that hovers around your ing ground of radical change, then what is it.
head. By democratic process you have been elected JD: Confrontation isn't a vision., It's a tactic,
Free U Dsddy. But I can handle that pretty easy. The vision that I see for the Free Uf 1s to somehow
Space your fuckups as far as part as you can, But collect the vision and energy that is coming out of
when you do fuckup, make sure everbody sees you. the still evolving communes in this arca and make |
Theres not much place for infallibility anymore. 4And that tne Free U vision. More and more people are
that is a pretty lonely place, anyhow, living in communes, the full pontenial of that
CN: What have your fuck ups been so far? force has not filtered ianto the Free U/, Somehow, we
JD:  Nothing spectatular so far but I'm working on one. are going to have to bring it all home,
I've never blown my cecl at a meeting but I've reached PI: To a lot of people this is a freaky country
the peint a couple of times where I felt like making Club with 13 dellar dues every 3 menths,
a ragglng asshole of myself by jumping on scmebody JD: Right.
;g? t;ﬁiizgegi:g:hzzeaz %2;g:szici:;ene gg: it;s kinda and incoun;:rbhip si%entlmagoFitia
" ° : ot more people cou ecome involved in =
| ggém Can you dig the asthetics, its almost an art Free U, We coulg rgally make registration go if
R . . there were 100 people willing te work, juzt two weeks.
gz;t.l Xidhiszi :?ifttﬂiitzig:fen ;ﬁii:isf:ti;r:? the JD: 'I don't think that moral?sms cﬁange peoples lf'.ves°
against us last year. We're starting to met I'thl?k that w? have to look into the Fre? U organiza
out of the mess we were in. And just starting to mas- tion %tself' wich the people wo are spending a lot of
ter the responsiblity trip, and just waiting to get time in the Free U to find th? way to atfract more ’
back into the action. We're all bad at waiting, peop%e, Often I g? to a meeting and sombody who
PT: That's true, if vic zaps on sombody at a meeting h?Bn t bee? there ln_couple ?f months ?r SVen years
about responsibility, sombody will walk out the door. Wl%l come in, they ?lt and listen, don tlsay any-
JD: I would dig that the people who walk out the door thln%’ and the? split after an hour._ It's because
should walk out the door, If they can't take a good they re measuring what s g?lng on with what they
zap on that, 1'm not really too concerned if they come could be doing. .Maybe they're fantasing abo?t what
or not. TIt's not a playpen, they §ou}d be dolng,.but perhaps also, Coordinating
CN: 1t seems like the Free U is locked into this Co?nc1l 1s'not whaF is should be.
painstakinly slow process of decision making CH: I don't know if we can attract larger numbers.
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and T don't know the way the Free U is going to rad-
ically change the meetings. We still huve those
financil problems, and we are conditioned to cperate
on that level.

JD: TIt's good experience to be faced with a financil
crisis, but I still think that 90% of the time is
way too much. A lot of the things can be handled by
the Exuctive Council. $§till, I think, some things
should be brought out in the Council, if only for the
reason that people who work together tend to stick
together. We need outside critism.

CN: 1 am wondering John, if you have any ideas or
fantasies of some really far out thing that the Free
U could do, 1'am settimng you up now.

JD: We're through the sex -and drug trips, we took
both of them as far as they go. One thing really
hits me. That these things are really only trips,
there is really no commitment to drugs or wild sex,
it is as if the people know that when they are doing
it, that it is only a trip, and that Iif we are going
to go anywhere as a community, we are going to have
to stop just taking trips and find some path and

smome kind of knowledge.

PT: I think that when the people around here were
really Into the acid felt that they were headed to
where it really was at.

JD: But they were after this ultimate knowledge and
they thought that drugs could give them that Knowledge
I don't see that in life at all. There is no ultimate
knowledge. Still, there are some secrets., I find my
secrets by switching off from path to path and test-
ing the trail as I move along.

CN: Do you see the Free U as just another path?

JID: The political trip as coordinator is certianly
one path, T hope that I am not a politican for the
rest of 'my life, I hope that a sometime I can get

to being by myself and thinking things anew and be-
ing more creative less pragmatic. Not being someone
who is always on top of a situaticn...l would love
not to have to say something in a situation, but just
dig it and be confused and let people know that T am
confused.

CN: What do you think the priorities of the Free U
are?

JD: I think we're making the priorities more real.
Good things have been happening lately, like the
printshop reogranization. There were some really bad
vibes down there, The exuctive Council, the Resistance,
and anyone interested came together at a meeting. The
thing came down beautifully. We are in much better
shape 1n the printshop now. And the Newsletter.

what we had in the past was the responsibilty being
pushed upon one person, Fred. The young turks went
to the Coordinating Council and said we want an equal
say. Now we have it and it is put up or shut up.
With four or five running around to get copy, the
Newsletter and Fred are going to be in much better
shape.

PT: In the same vein, if the Free U is going in
some direction, its own direction, what do you see
as an outlet for this energy, where do you see the
biggest amount of energy headed.

JD: The Tangent. It's more than a coffee house,
it's a community center and there are a million
things that we can do; including having our meetings
there, The room we meet in does a lot of things to
our heads. Tressider was so sterile, the Nest is
better, homier, If we are going to start to have
good meetings, I would like to see 60 or 70 people,
the Nest is too small. After two hours everyone gets
cramped and restless. Smoke all over the air. The
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temperture of the meetings kinda just picks up.

1f we could use the big room at the Tangent, our
meetings might be much better. There are a million
other things that we could do with the Tangent, 1
really get excited when I think about itecoa

PT: Would you see us moving our office into the
Tangent., Giving up the Nest.

JD: I think it might be, that depends om the kind of
deal we could work out with the Tangent, we have
first right to the office space. The Nest iz like a
community center-office. Both areas are hurt as it is
a hard combination. If we were in the Tamngent, it
would be a perfect situation. A community center

downstairs the offices upstairs. As it is now in the
Nest, when there is no one in the front room, the
rappers go to the back to where people are trying to
work.

CN: I would really dig moving back to Palo Alto and
belng a mile down the road from Stanford.

JD: It is like we are taking the offensive in moving
there, if we can get into the hub of Palo Alto, we
are turning so many more people on.
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